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Forms of Transportation 
 
Ohio Content Standard Benchmark Geography: Analyze ways that transportation and 
communication relate to patterns of settlement and economic activity. 
 
 
For over two centuries residents of Cuyahoga County have used many different forms of 
transportation.  In the 19th century horses and carriages, canal boats, and sail ships were 
used for transit.  Below is a picture of a street in Cuyahoga County during the 1920s.  
How many forms of transportation can you identify in the picture? 

 
 

 
 
1.       4. 
2.       5. 
3.        
 
 
Choose two forms of transportation to Venn  Diagram on the next page.  What are the 
similarities and differences between the vehicles?  What are the advantages and 
disadvantages between them? 
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You just analyzed two forms of transportation found in a 1920 photograph of a Cleveland 
street.  As the city was growing so was Cuyahoga County.  
Below are two maps from the Encyclopedia of Cleveland History.  
The first map is Cuyahoga County in 1910, ten years before the photograph was taken.  
The second one is Northeast Ohio in 1930, ten years after the photograph was taken.  
 
 
Look carefully at both maps, and answer the questions listed on the following page.  
 

Forms of Transportation in Cuyahoga County 
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Population Maps of 1910 and 1930 for Cuyahoga County 
 

1. List the three directions that Cleveland and the County could grow. 
a. ____________________ 
b. ____________________ 
c. ____________________ 
 
Why couldn’t the fourth direction be used for building? ______________ 
 

2. As the population of Cuyahoga grew, many new communities began. And some 
 towns became incorporated into others.  For example, a village to the west 
 of Euclid was there in 1910, but not in 1930.  

a. The name of the village was ______________________ 
b. The land and population of the village became part of which town by 

1930?  ________________ (Hint; look further west) 
 

3. The gray lines on the map indicate town borders. The ten years between the two 
maps brought many new towns into being. See if you can find your community on 
the 1910 map.  Now look on the 1930 map.  List the changes you see in 
population, new neighbors and changes in the borders.  If you have a printed copy 
of the maps, use a pencil to fill in the spaces between the 1910 map borders and 
the 1930 map. If your town or neighborhood is not on either map, choose an area 
to plot for change.  

 
4. Think back to the 1920 photograph. What changes in transportation allowed the 

population of Cuyahoga County to move further out from the city of Cleveland? 
 What would allow them to work in downtown Cleveland but live in Euclid or  
 Rocky River or Parma? 

 
 
  

 
For further information to extend this activity:  
 
The Western Reserve Historical Society’s Crawford Auto Aviation Museum 
www.wrhs.org 
 
Encyclopedia of Cleveland History Transportation 
http://ech.case.edu/ech-cgi/article.pl?id=T6 
 
Historic Transportation Maps of the State of Ohio 
www.railsandtrails.com/maps 
 
Cuyahoga County Bicentennial Exhibit 
“Planes, Trains, & Automobiles” 
“Bridges Across the Cuyahoga” 
“Two Centuries of Geographic and Demographic Growth” 
“Waterways to Growth in Cuyahoga County:  Canal and River Transportation” 


