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People in Societies 
 
Ohio Content Standard Benchmark: People in Societies: 
 A. Compare practices and products of North American cultural groups.  
 B. Explain the reasons people from various cultural groups came to North America and 
the consequences of their interaction with one another. 
 
The three photographs below are from one street, Woodland Ave., in Cleveland in the 
early 1900’s. Below them is a map of Cleveland in 1938.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Guiccardo’s Café, Big Italy, Cleveland, OH  1910, WRHS 
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 Black King Barbeque, Cedar-Central, Cleveland, OH  1920s, WRHS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Jewish Grocery, Woodland Ave., Cleveland, OH  1910s, WRHS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using the photographs and the map, answer the following questions.  
 
 
Guicciardo’s Café has what business as a neighbor? ___________________________ 
What form of transportation is on the street outside Black King Barbeque? 
 
Using the photographs and the map, answer the following questions. 
 
Guicciardo’s includes a café and what other business?__________________________ 
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What form of transportation is on the street outside Black King Barbeque? 
________________________________ 
Two people are standing in front of a business that has one entry door but signs in both 
Yiddish (a High German language that is a mixture of Hebrew and Slavic) and English. 
What two businesses are advertised in the two languages? 
_____________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
All three businesses were popular in their neighborhoods. Looking at the 1938 map,  
list in which  neighborhood you think each business was found. 
Big Italy___________________________ 
Cedar Central_______________________ 
Kinsman___________________________ 
 

What Would You Do? 
 
Directions: Listed below are situations that have caused people to move.  Match each 
situation on the left with the possible action on the right. 
 
 
A.  A hurricane destroys your city.   You flee the country. 
 
B.  Harvesting season is over. You find another job or move with 

the company. 
 
C.  People hate you because of your religion. You temporarily live with relatives 

in another city. 
 
D.  There is a war and your life is in danger. You move to where crops need 

harvesting. 
 
E.  Your business moves to another state.  You move to another country. 
 
F.   Winters are too severe for your health.  You move to a more accepting place. 
 
G.  Your country's potato crop fails.   You move to another region. 
 
 
Direction: Review you answers above and answer the following questions. 
 
1. In which situation(s) are you a refugee?  _________________________. 
 
2. In which situation(s) are you a migrant?    ________________________. 
 
3. In which situation(s) are you an immigrant? ______________________. 
 
4. In which situation(s) are you persecuted?  ________________________. 
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It Came From Where??? 
 

Do you know from which parts of the world everyday things originated?  Below is a list 
of items we often use.  You may be surprised from where they came! 
 
 
 ITEM        PLACE OF ORIGIN  
 Bed       Northern Africa 
 Cotton       India 
 Wool       Asia 
 Moccasins      American Indians 
 Soap       Phoenicia 
 Pajamas      India 
 Levi Jeans      German Jewish 
 Silk       China 
 Rubber       Brazilian 
 Window      Romans 
 Umbrella      Southeast Asia 
 Egg       East Asia 
 Bagel       German Jewish 
 Waffle       Sweden 
 Maple Syrup      American Indians 
 Oranges      China 
 Pig       East Asia 
 Vitamin      Poland 
 Paper       Africa 
 Hamburger      Germany 
 Worcester      Romans 
 Mustard      France 
 Pickle       Holland 
 
Extension Activity:  Have students create an “It Came From Where?” map.  Cut out 
pictures of the above items.  Locate their origin on a map, and attach the pictures 
accordingly.   
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Coming to Cuyahoga County:  a Play For the Classroom 
 
Teacher:  We’re going to learn about the people who came here, to Cuyahoga 
County, a long time ago from all over the world.  We’re going to go back in time to 
find out why Cleveland has been considered a “city of immigrants.” 
 
Child 2:  Immigrants?  What are immigrants? 
 
Child 3:  I know who immigrants are.  They are people who move from one country to 
another. 
 
Teacher:  Very good!  Leaving your country is a very serious decision, quite 
different from moving from city to city or state to state. 
 
Child 4:  That would be a hard move to make!  What would make people decide to leave 
their country? 
 
Teacher:  That’s a good question.  Let’s see if we can brainstorm a few answers for 
you.  Why would people leave their country? 
 
Child 5:  I’d leave if my life were in danger. 
 
Teacher:  Absolutely.  We call people who are running away from their country for 
fear of their lives refugees.  There are refugees from many parts of the world living 
here in Cuyahoga County. 
 
Child 6:  I’d leave if there were terrible weather or a famine. 
 
Child 7:  A famine?  What’s that? 
 
Teacher:  A famine occurs when your food source has been ruined by droughts, or 
floods, or pests and people are going hungry because they have so little to eat. 
 
Child 8:  Don’t some people leave their countries because people are mean to them and 
try to kill them just because of their religion? 
 
Teacher:  Yes, that’s right. 
 
Child 9:  I don’t understand.  You mean even if you’ve done nothing wrong, people will 
hate you just because you belong to a certain religion? 
 
Teacher:  Unfortunately, that is correct.  It has happened in the past and is still 
happening in some parts of the world today.  It’s called religious persecution. 
 
Child 10:  That’s terrible.  I’m sure glad I live in a country with religious freedom. 
 
Teacher:  We are all very lucky to be in a country that respects freedom and human 
rights.  In some places, governments decide to rid their countries of all the people of 
a certain heritage.  They kill them or force them to flee the country.  This is called 
ethnic cleansing. 
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Child 11:  And I just thought people moved because they lost their jobs or wanted to live 
closer to other people in their families. 
 
Teacher:  Those are also two important reasons for moving.  People without jobs 
have trouble supporting their families.  And many people like to be close to other 
family members so they can help care for one another. 
 
Child 12:  Well, I understand all these reasons for leaving a country, but I don’t 
understand why people wanted to come here to Cuyahoga County. 
 
Teacher:  Cleveland, in Cuyahoga County, was considered a “city of promise” in the 
“Land of Opportunity”. 
 
Child 13:  I understand why people called a free country like the United States the “Land 
of Opportunity”, but why was Cleveland known as a “city of promise”? 
 
Teacher:  Because of our great location, where the Cuyahoga River and Lake Erie 
meet, we became a perfect place for shipping and ship-building.  After the canals 
were dug to open up the area, ships would start bringing minerals like iron ore to 
the area.  And that would bring about the growth of the steel mills and the railroad 
industry.  Cleveland needed workers!  There was the promise here of many jobs. 
 
Child 14:  Jobs for people who wanted to work on the docks, or on the railroad, or for the 
steel mills, right? 
 
Teacher:  That’s right.  Jobs bring people to an area, and the work keeps them 
there.  The more people you have in an area, the more development you get, and the 
more employment opportunities there tend to be. 
 
Child 15:  How did people know we had all these jobs? 
 
Child 16:  I bet people who lived in the United States wrote to their relatives and told 
them about Cleveland, and then those people told other people, and they told— 
 
Teacher:  Right again!  And when the newcomers from a different country came to 
our city, they usually settled in communities with other people from their country 
because they shared language and culture.  Cleveland has many different cultural 
groups. 
 
Child 17:  I have a question.  If people who move from one country to another are called 
immigrants, then what do we call people who move from place to place without leaving 
their country? 
 
Teacher:  People who move to a new region within the same country, like from one 
state to another, are called migrants. 
 
Child 18:  Was it called migrating when freed or escaped slaves came from the South to 
the free northern states? 
 
Teacher:  Yes, it was.  Many African Americans also came north during World War 
I and World War II.  Northern factories promised th e southern workers free 
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railroad tickets and guaranteed them jobs if they would come.  This movement of 
African Americans from the South to the North was called the Great Migration.   
 
Class, I think you’ve come to understand a lot about why people move and why so 
many people moved to Cleveland and Northeast Ohio.  Now, I want you to do 
something very special tonight.  Ask your parents why your family is living in this 
part of Ohio and what keeps your family here.  Is it because: 
 
You have other relatives here? 
Your parents’ jobs keep them here? 
Your family likes our geographic location? 
There is a lot of employment opportunity? 
Your family has many friends here? 
 
For further information to extend this activity: 
 
Little Italy 
Encyclopedia of Cleveland History 
Little Italy 
http://ech.case.edu/index.html 
 
Little Italy Today 
http://www.littleitalycleveland.com 
 
Immigration and Migration 
ECH 
http://ech.case.edu/ech-cgi/article.pl?id=IAM 
Sub articles on  
 Italians 
 Judaism 
 African Americans 
 
Maltz Museum of Jewish History 
http://maltzmuseum.org 
 
Cleveland Digital Library at Cleveland State University 
http://www.clevelandmemory.org/SpecColl/cdl/subj.html#d 
Ethnicity, Immigration, Gender and Community 
 
Cuyahoga County Bicentennial Exhibit 
“Cuyahoga County Firsts” 
“Two Centuries of Cultural Diversity and Religious Expression” 
“Two Centuries of World Class Theater, Art, History, Music, and Science” 
 

Additional Resources for Immigration and Migration 
 
General Immigration and History 
Adams, Samantha, ed.  My Folks and the Land of Opportunity 
Daniels, Roger  Coming to America:  A History of Immigration and 
                                        Ethnicity in American Life 
Freedman, Russell  Immigrant Kids 
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Herold, Maggie Rugg  A Very Important Day 
Lawlor, Veronica, ed.  I Was Dreaming To Come To America 
Levine, Ellen   If Your Name Was Changed at Ellis Island 
Maestro, Betsy  Coming To America:  The Story of Immigration 
Takaki, Ronald  A Different Mirror:  A History of Multicultural America 
 
 
Specific Cultures 
Ammon, Richard  An Amish Christmas (Amish) 
Bartone, Elisa   Pepe the Lamplighter (Italian) 
Carlson, Lori M., ed. Cool Salsa:  Bilingual Poems on Growing Up Latino in the 

U.S.                                                                                                                                                 
(Hispanic) 

Climo, Shirley   The Irish Cinderella    (Irish) 
Delacre, Lulu   Salsa Stories (Hispanic) 
DePaola, Tomie  Legend of the Poinsetta  (Mexican) 
Emberly, Rebecca  My Day:  A Book In Two Languages  (Spanish)  
Forest, Heather  A Big Quiet House  (Jewish) 
Ganeri, Anita   This Is My Faith:  Sikhism  (Indian) 
Hest, Amy   When Jessie Came Across the Sea   (Jewish)   
Hudson, Wade, ed.  Pass It On:  African-American Poetry for Children 
(African-Am.) 
Lawrence, Jacob  The Great Migration:  An American Story  (African-Am.) 
Levy, Janice   The Spirit of Tio Fernando  (Mexican) 
McKay, Lawrence sr.  Journey Home  (Vietnamese) 
Mohr, Nicholson  Felita (Puerto Rican) 
    For All the Better: A Story of the Barrio  (Puerto Rican) 
Oberman, Sheldon  The Always Prayer Shawl (Jewish)                                       
Pomerantz, Charlotte  If I Had a Paka  (poetry)  (multicultural) 
Ryland, Cynthia  Appalachia:  The Voices of Sleeping Birds  (Appalachian) 
    When I Was Young In The Mountains  (Appalachian)                
Stronge, Susan, ed.  The Arts of the Sikh Kingdom (Indian) 
Soto, Gary   Too Many Tamales (Mexican) 
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Use the above map to explore the ethnic heritage of various Cleveland neighborhoods.  
 

                                                 
Web Sites 
http://www.wrhs.org(Western Reserve Historical Society) 
www.clevelandmemory.org (Cleveland State University’s Cleveland Memory Project) 
http://ech.cwru.edu/(Encyclopedia of Cleveland History) 
www.nwoet.org/ohiotrek/pdf/culturalgrps.pdf  (Bowling Green State University) 
www.socialstudies.org/resources/notable  (additional bibliography) 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration   
http://www.tenement.org (The East Side Tenement Museum) 
 
 
 
 


