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Growth of Population of Cuyahoga County and Cleveland 
 

Ohio Content Standards Benchmark Geography:  Analyze ways that 
transportation and communication relate to patterns of settlement and economic 
activity. 
 
 
Because of Cleveland’s close relativity to natural resources, there was an almost natural 
development of industry.  This industry led to an increase in population within Cleveland, 
but also in the surrounding areas, i.e., Cuyahoga County.   
 
�  Look at the map entitled “The Cleveland Market”, from Cleveland: Our City to answer 
the following questions. 

 
�  How many cities are within a 100 mile radius of Cleveland?  _________ 
�  How many cities are within a 200 mile radius of Cleveland?  _________ 
�  How many cities are within a 300 mile radius of Cleveland?  _________ 
�  Why is it important for so many major cities to be so close to Cleveland?  (Note:     
Think about if you were a store owner.  Would you want your store to be out in 
the country or in a city?  Why?  What does the city provide that allows your store 
to be successful?)  __________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
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�  If there is a successful industry in a city how is that going to affect the 
population?  Is it going to increase or decrease?  ___________________ 

 
�  Use the timeline found on the Encyclopedia of Cleveland website.  
http://ech.cwru.edu/timeline.html.  In the chart below, record the population of Cleveland 
and Cuyahoga County from 1900 through 1950.  Round to the nearest thousands place. 

 
YEAR CLEVELAND CUYAHOGA COUNTY 
1900   
1910   
1920   
1930   
1940   
1950   

 
When you have recorded all the numbers in the chart, use the “Population of Cleveland 
and Cuyahoga County, 1900 – 1950” page to graph your findings.  Remember to use two 
different colors to represent Cleveland and Cuyahoga County.   
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When you have finished graphing the numbers, complete the following statements: 

�  The largest increase in the population of Cleveland was from _______ to 
_______. 
�  The largest increase in the population of Cuyahoga County was from ______ to 
_______. 
�  The smallest increase in the population of Cleveland was from _______ to 
_______. 
�  The smallest increase in the population of Cuyahoga County was from _______ 
to _______. 

�  Look at the map entitled “Location of Cleveland in Relation to Natural Resources”, 
page 24 from Cleveland: Our City.  Use the map and the quote on the following page and 
answer the following questions. 
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“It is only natural that the manufacture of iron and steel should be very important in our 
city, for we are in the center of the three natural resources necessary to make these 
metals.” 
  
 �  What are the three resources needed to make iron and steel?  _______________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
�  Use the Scale of Miles to calculate the distance between Cleveland and each of 
those resources.  If you know how to, calculate the actual path the resources need 
to take to get to Cleveland.  If not, just measure a straight line between the 
resources and Cleveland. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

  
Bonus:   
�  What forms of transportation were used in order to transport each of those 
natural resources to Cleveland?   

 
 
Links of Interest:  
 
Article on Industry from the Encyclopedia of Cleveland History 
http://ech.cwru.edu/ech-cgi/article.pl?id=I4   
 
Cuyahoga County Bicentennial Exhibit 
“Heavy Metal” 
“Cuyahoga County:  Historic Center for Entrepreneurs” 


