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Cause & Effect 
 
Ohio Content Standard Benchmark History: Explain how new developments led to the 
growth of the United States. 
 
 
Cuyahoga County has been the home of many industries since it’s founding in 1808.  
Match the picture of the industry in column A with the industry in column B that 
resulted. 
 

A         B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With more Americans driving automobiles, 
Freeway construction allowed quick 
transportation throughout the county. 

Standard Oil of Ohio was an oil refinery 
that created products such as kerosene 
and gasoline. 

Republic Steel used Iron Ore, one of the 
main materials needed to produce steel. 

By the 1920s Cuyahoga County was home to 
numerous car manufacturers like the Jordan 
Automobile Co.  The growth of the industry saw 
prices drop and cars become more affordable. 

The Winton Motor Car Co. started in 
1897 by Clevelander Alexander Winton 
who relied on gasoline to power his 
engines for his cars. 

Iron Ore was one of the many materials 
brought to Cleveland through the use of 
Great Lakes shipping.   
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Read the excerpt from page 48 of  Cleveland Our City published by the Cleveland Public 
Schools Division of Social Studies to answer the following question about the growth of 
the region in 1938 
 
 The year 1824 was a significant one for Cleveland.  In that year the building of 
the Ohio Canal was begun.  For more than twenty years after that canal traffic was a 
very important means of travel to the city.  Inspired by the success of the Erie Canal in 
New York, Alfred Kelley, whom you remember as one of the organizers of the Big Four 
Railroad, used his influence in getting the Ohio Canal built.  By 1834 the canal, 309 
miles long, extended south to Portsmouth on the Ohio River.  It proved beneficial to 
Cleveland, for, eleven years after the completion of the canal, the city’s population 
increased from 3,323 to 12, 035, a gain of about 300 per cent.  It must have been a 
picturesque sight to see Ohio “packets,” as the passenger boats were called, slowly 
drawn along by three horses, with a boy driver mounted on the rear stud.  This traveling 
was slow, but it was pleasant and safe. 
 
1. What year did work on the Ohio Canal start? 
 

a. 1896    c. 1924 
b. 1824    d. 1796 

 
2. Who was the person that used his influence to get the canal built? 
 
 
3. True or False, Eleven years after the completion of the Canal Cleveland’s population 
increased 500%?  Circle the correct answer TRUE or FALSE 
 
 
For further information to extend this activity:  
 
Use the excerpts from the booklet Cleveland Our City to find more materials that deal 
with Standard Oil and the beginning of the automobile trade in Cleveland. 
 
Cleveland Digital Library at Cleveland State University 
Sections on Industry and Commerce 
http://www.clevelandmemory.org/SpecColl/cdl/subj.html#e 
 
For more information about Alexander Winton, play the Western Reserve Historical 
Society game at http://www.wrhs.org/edweb/wheeling/indexpage.htm 
 
National Park Service Ohio and Erie Canal site 
www.nps.gov/history/nr/travel/ohioeriecanal/learnmore.htm 
 
Life in Cleveland during the 1850s, Western Reserve Historical Society Urban Childhood 
game at www.wrhs.org/edweb/urbanchildhood/index.html# 
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Cuyahoga County Bicentennial Exhibit 
“Bridges Across the Cuyahoga” 
“Heavy Metal” 
“Two Centuries of Geographic and Demographic Growth” 
“Cuyahoga County Firsts” 
“Cuyahoga County:  Historic Center for Entrepreneurs” 
“Manufacturing:  A Strong Foundation for the Economy of Cuyahoga County” 
“Waterways to Growth in Cuyahoga County:  Canal and River Transportation” 
“Planes, Trains, & Automobiles” 


