Canals in Cuyahoga County

Ohio Content Standards Benchm&&onomics Explain why Entrepreneurship,
capital goods, technology, specialization and ddnsof labor are important in
the production of goods and services.

As more people moved to Ohio, work and productiecame more and more specialized.
This led to a faster development of the metropolaeeas that exist today in Cuyahoga
County and throughout the state of Ohio. As Claweldeveloped as an industrial city,
rural areas developed to the south. There needee & line of transportation from the
industry to the farms so that goods could be mdaak and forth.

During the 1830s, canals were used to lessenrtimdgm of transporting goods. Look
at the map of Ohio titled “Canals” on page 49 frétaveland Our Cityand answer the
following questions.
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The Ohio Canal connected which two bodies of vater
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Look at a map of the United States. Before them@hd Erie Canal was built,
could you easily ship goods from Cleveland, Ohidleav Orleans, Louisiana?
What path would you have to take to sbigug from Cleveland to New
Orleans?

The Ohio River is a tributary of what other majbs. river?

After the Ohio and Erie Canal was built, could ywhip goods from Cleveland
to New Orleans in a more time efficient manner? What is the path
you would take? (Think about which rivers flowargach other and what river
flows closest to New Orleans.)

The Ohio and Erie Canal allowed farmers to sh@rtgoods north to Cleveland. In
Cleveland, they could be sold at market or load®#d ships that sailed or steamed across
the Great Lakes. In return, merchants in Clevelaeak able to ship goods south to the
farmers. Brainstorm about the goods that wouldhbdeimand in a city such as Cleveland.
Now think about the lack of stores in rural paft€ayahoga County and other counties
as well.

On the chart, “Goods Shipped on the Ohio CanaH list of products that were either
shipped from the merchants in Cleveland or shigped the farmers in the southern
portions of North and Central Ohio. Go throughlibeand put an X in the “From
Merchants” column if you think it was shipped frdlhe merchant. Do the same for the
“From Farmers” column if you think the good waspgiad from the farmer. Use the
chart below taken from the “Annals of Cleveland.”
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Cheese
Lard -
Pig iron
Tobacco (hogsheads)
Lumber (feet)

Stone (perches)
CLEARED

Salt (barrels)
Fish =

Merchandise (pounds)
Furniture v

Gypsum SE
Lumber (feet)
Shingles (thousands)
Millstones (pairs)
The Whig
Cleveland, OH

January 6, 1836

26,812
825, 648
1,872,987
2,331
1,037,514
5,052

36,803
4,204
10,127,613
1,558, 988
442,860
96,031
987
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20,860
522,498
1,336,262
3,652
1,881,131
6,569

46,139
6,136
13,708,483
1,130,612
1,206, 361
99,224
2,365
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Links of interest:

http://www.ohioanderiecanalway.com/

http://www.pancanal.com This website is a great source for graphicsaw & canal
lock operates. Go to the “multimedia” page andis®the graphics.

http://www.canals.orgf he National Canal Museum’s website

Cuyahoga County Bicentennial Exhibit
“Waterways to Growth in Cuyahoga County Canal anégRTransportation”
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